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 The Pres Boxð
December 2017 
Wayne Mills, OMS  President 
 

Well, we almost made it 
through 2017.  We have our 
Annual meeting at Madonna 
Inn (December 9) to look for-
ward to, and then we can 
surge into the excitement of 
the Holiday Season ð

assuming that your Thanksgiving dinners have worn 
off by now.    
     We had a great program from Jim Mills at our 
November meeting, and I am going to try to con-
vince him and Beth to come back next year.  If any 
of you readers have an idea for a program, or feel 
like giving one, PLEASE contact me at the e-mail 
address or phone number given on page 9.   
     As my (5th) term as your President comes to an 
end, I want to thank our hard-working Board for all 
their help and support (and a little nagging) through-
out the year.  Many or all of the current Board will be 
back in some capacity next year.  Please join me in 
thanking them sincerely for all they do, and have 
done to make our club and our gem show as highly 
respected as we are (it is).  Sylvia will have several 
chair positions to fill to make next year another stel-
lar one.  PLEASE consider volunteering to help with 
or assume one of the available positions.  Remem-
ber, you get out of a thing what you put into itð.  
sometimes more!       
      Hereôs wishing you a happy 
holiday (which ever one you 
celebrate), and a prosperous, 
adventurous, happy and 
healthy New Year!  Rock on! 
 
        

Wayne 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
Greetings go out to those folks who are hav-
ing  Birthdays and Anniversaries in December:  

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations! If you donôt see your name here when you 
should, then the information is not in The Red Book. Please 
write your important dates down and give them to Wayne so 

they will be included in the next edition (April 2018) 

Jeanne Brown 12/1 j 
Truman Burgess 12/6 j 
Renae Sutcliffe  12/15 j 
Peggy W. Johnson,  12/22 k  

Bob (and Rosie) Bullock 12/9 

Sir Paul (and Lady Marie) Howard 12/10 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFT EXCHANGE 

     It is time for our Annual Christmas gift exchange 
during our Luncheon at the Madonna Inn.  As a re-
minder, participation is voluntary.  If you wish to 
participate, bring a wrapped ROCK related $10.00 
gift.  You pick a number when you enter.  First up 
choses a gift and opens it for all to see.  Second 
person called can chose a gift and open it OR steal 
the first gift chosen, which sends that person back 
to the pile.  And so it goes down through the list.  
The strategy comes in play when you understand a 
gift may only be stolen 
twice before it is out of 
play.  

     Whether you choose 
to participate or not, 
watching it all play out is 
a lot fun.  See you at the 
Madonna on December 
9th!  
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MINERAL OF THE MONTHð 

Unakite 

Text by Wayne Mills (from Wikipedia).   
Photo from majesticquartz.com 

 

     Alright, it is not a mineral (it is an igneous rock), 
but it is green and red in honor of Christmasð
(mistletoe and holly and all that). Also called ñgreen 
graniteò,  it is, in fact an ñalteredò granite that was 
first found in the Unakas Mountains of North Caroli-
na, but is not limited in its distribution area to the 
United States.  (It occurs in  South Africa, Sierra Le-
one, Brazil, and China.ύ  The material is also found 
on the slopes of Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia 
and on the Shores of Lake Superior.  
 
The main minerals present in Unakite are Epidote 
(green), Orthoclase Feldspar (Pink), and Quartz 
(generally colorless).  Good specimens of Unakite 
take a great polish and are considered a semipre-
cious stone, being used in beads, cabochons,  
sculptures and eggs among other forms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL ROCKS--BICONOIDS 
Wayne Mills, Ore Cutts Editor, text by Wayne Mills 

 
When they were 
first discovered 
near Templeton, 
scientists thought 
they were a new 
form of fossil clam.  
Biconoids have a 
similar bi-lateral 
symmetry to clams 
(two equal halves), 
but they are also bi
-radial (meaning 
that if you cut them  
perpendicular to 
their midpoint, both 

halves are approximately equal.  They look kind of 
like the stereotypical UFO.  Biconic means ñtwo 
conesò which, in fact, describes the perfect bi-
conoidðtwo squashed cones joined in the middle.  
These sedimentary quartz rocks apparently weather 

out of rhyolite (an igneous rock) like those found on 
Highway 46, about Post 
Mile 8. Many biconoids 
are found weathered out 
of their matrix off Las 
Tablas Road near the 
Twin Cities Hospital in 
Templeton.  
     The January, 2003 
issue of the Ore-Cutts 
has a nice article about 
Biconoids written by Bea 
and Sherm Grizelle, for-
mer members of the 
Santa Lucia Rock-
hounds.  The same issue 
has an article about ge-
odes and biconoids by 
Ralph Bishop, honorary 
member of OMS.  The  
Grizzelleôs article was 
first published in the 
June 2001 edition of 
Rock and Gem Maga-
zine. 
 

BIRTHSTONE(S) FOR DECEMBER 
Story compiled from Wixomôs Jewelers.com, Brilliant 
Earth.com and https://www.jewelsforme.com. 
 

     According to the American Gem Society, there are 
three stones for December.  These are all blue, per-
haps reflective of the iciness that we typically associ-
ate with that month.  The stones are Turquoise, Tan-
zanite and Zircon (though it comes in other col-
ors, blue is the overwhelming favorite).   
     Turquoise (Photo com-
monswikimedia.org), is re-
garded as a love charm. It is 
also a symbol of good fortune 

and suc-
cess, and 
it is be-
lieved to 
relax the 
mind and to protect its wearer 
from harm. Turquoise rings, in 
particular, are thought to keep 
away evil spirits.  
     Tanzanite (Photo javaherb-

inia.com) is a one-of-a-kind gemstone and can only 
be found in one place on Earth, the foothills of Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. This gem possesses an exot-
ic velvety blue with a rich overtone of purple, a color 
unlike any other gem.   Tanzaite is a member of the 
Zoisite family, and was discovered in 1967 by a pro-
spector named Manuel dô Souza who thought they 
were sapphires.  Since they are a relatively recent 
discovery, not much folklore has ben built up around 
them, but  it is thought to  have the power to transform 
negative energies into positive ones. It assists in man-

Biconoid from Temple-

ton atop Multiconoid 

from Oregon.  Collection 

of Ralph Bishop. 

Biconoids from Templeton.  

Collection of Ralph Bishop 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Leone
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